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more eafily drawn off from any one part of the fpherethaa 
from another, becaufe it is equally attraded by every part, 
But that is not the cafe with bodies of any other figure. 

1 10m a cube it is moie eafily drawn at the corners than at 
the plane fides, and fo from the angles of a body of any 
other form, and ftill moft eafily from the angle that is 
raoft acute. Thus if a body fh aped as A, B, C, D, E, in Fig. 8, 
be eledrified, or have an eledrical atmofphere communi- 
cated to it, and we confxder every fide as a bafe on which 
the particles reft and by which they are attraded, one 
may fee, by imagining a line from A to F, and another 
from E to G, that the portion of the atmofphere included 
in F, A, E, G, has the line A, E, for its bafis. So the por- 
tion of atmofphere included in H, A, B, I, has the line 
A, B, for its bafis. And likewife the portion inclu- 
ded in K, B, C, L, has B, C, to reft on ; and fo 
on the other fide of the figure. Now if you would 
draw off this atmofphere with any blunt fmooth body, 
and approach the middle of the fide A, B, you muft come 
very near before the force of your attrader exceeds the 
force or power with which that fide holds its atmofphere. 
But there is a frnall portion between I,B,K, that has lefs of 
the furfaceto reft on, and to be attraded by, than the neigh- 
bouring portions, while at the fame time there is a mutual 
repulfion between its particles and the particles of thofe por- 
tions, therefore here you can get it with more eafe or at a 
greater diftance. Between F, A, H, there is a larger poi - 
tion that has yet a lefs furface to reft on and to attrad it 3 
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here therefore you can get it away ftill more eafily. . But 
eafieft of all between L, C, M, where the quantity is lar- 
<reft, and the furface to attrad and keep it back the leaft. 
When you have drawn away one of thefe angular porti- 
ons of the fluid, another fucceeds in its place, from the 
nature of fluidity and the mutual repulfion beforcmention- 
ed ; and fo the atmofphere continues flowing off at fuch 
angle, like a ftream, till no more is remaining. The ex- 
tremities of the portions of atmofphere over thefe angular 
parts are likewife at a greater diftance from the eledrified 
body, as may be feen by the infpedion of the above figui e ; 
the point of the atmofphere of the angle C, being much 
farther from C, than any other part of the atmofphere over 
the lines C, B, or B, A : And befides the diftance ariiing 
from the nature of the figure, where the attradion is lefs, 
the particles will naturally expand to a greater diftance by 
their mutual repulfion. On thefe accounts we fuppofe e- 
ledrified bodies difeharge their atmofpheres upon unelec- 
trified bodies more eafily and at a greater diftance from 
their angles and points than from their fmooth fides. — 
Thofe points will alio difeharge into the air, when the bo- 
dy has too great an eledrical atmofphere, without bring- 
ing any non-eledric near, to receive what is thrown off : 
For the air, though an eledric per fe, yet has always more 
or lefs water and other non-eledric matters mixed with it 3 
and thefe attrad and receive what is fo difeharged. 

17. But points have a property, by which they draw on 
as well as throw off the eledrical fluid, at greater diftances 

1 than 


